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Item for decision 

Summary 
 

1. This report asks Members of the Committee to agree site plans for Coney 
Acre, Rickling and Waldgrooms, Great Dunmow so that planning permission 
can be sought . 
 

Recommendations 
 

2. That progress is noted by the Committee. 
 
3. That the site plans for Coney Acre, Rickling and Waldgrooms, Great Dunmow 

are agreed and planning permission can be sought. 
 

Background Papers 
 
4. The following papers were referred to by the author in the preparation of this 

report and are available for inspection from the author of the report.  
 

 Reports and Minutes to: 
 

• Health and Housing Committee 2005 

• Community Committee 2006  

• Housing Strategy Working Group 2005/06  

• Consultation with Parish and Town Councils 
 
Impact 
 
5. 

Communication/Consultation Consultation has taken place with the 
appropriate Parish Councils and Ward 
Members 

Community Safety None 

Equalities Equality and diversity is a key issue for the 
Council with regards to housing provision. 

Finance Council owned land will be gifted to the 
Housing Association in exchange for the 
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provision of Affordable Housing 

Human Rights N/A 

Legal implications Required relating to land issues 

Sustainability The developments will be built to at least 
Sustainable Homes Level 3 and Coney 
Acre to Level 6 

Ward-specific impacts Impact on the villages of Rickling and Great 
Dunmow 

Workforce/Workplace Significant project for the Housing Enabling 
team. 

 
Situation 
 

6.  As the Committee will be aware, work has been ongoing regarding Council 
owned sites that have been identified for development or possible sale.   

 
7. It was agreed in August 2006 that 4 sites could be moved forward for 

affordable housing to rent. These were in Broomfields, Hatfield Heath, 
Waldgrooms, Great Dunmow, Broadfield, High Roding (since been withdrawn) 
and Manor Road, Stansted. 

 
8. The site at Broomfields is currently waiting for planning permission and a 

decision will be known soon.  Manor Road is being considered for short stay 
managed accommodation, the site plan was approved at Committee in June 
and planning permission will be sought, resident consultation has been 
completed and the findings from this will be reported to the Housing Initiatives 
Task Group in September. 

 
9. Officers were asked to consult with the Town Council at Great Dunmow re the 

site at Waldgrooms as it was suggested that play facilities were needed in this 
area rather than affordable housing.  A further site was suggested by 
Councillors that would overlap the Estuary development on Woodlands Park 
and the Council owned green space at Waldgrooms. However Estuary 
Housing and the Town Council were not keen on this piece of land for play 
space and expressed a view that there was sufficient play space in the town. 

 
10. Officers would like to suggest that a further sites plan is now looked at for 

affordable housing, Coney Acre, Rickling. It is also proposed that Members 
revisit the site plan at Waldgrooms and agree its use for affordable housing. 
(See attached plan) 

 
11. The site at Coney Acre, Rickling is for 3 x 2 bedroom bungalows. It is 

proposed that these dwellings will be built to Sustainable Homes Code 6 and 
provide a ‘Zero Carbon home’, the highest code achievable. To gain grant 
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funding from the Housing Corporation at present, affordable housing must 
meet code 3. A property graded as class 6 would have zero net emissions of 
carbon dioxide from all energy use in the home. (Site plan and requirements of 
Sustainable Homes Code 6 attached for information.) 

 

Risk Analysis 

12. 

 

Risk Likelihood Impact Mitigating actions 

Planning 
permission is 
turned down 

Low Low Close working with 
Planning to ensure that 
the scheme will gain 
planning permission. 
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